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Malaysians need to address the importance of soil conser-
vation as part and means to increase agricultural produce 
while maintaining a sustainable environment. This was 
emphasized by former soil scientist from MARDI and 
fellow of the Malaysian Society of Soil Science, Dr Ghu-
lam Mohammed Hashim during his public talk in 
MARDI, Serdang. 
 

Dr Ghulam said that while food production needs to be 
doubled to overcome the rapid population increase by 9.1 
billion in the year 2050, the available land area for agricul-
ture is, however, limited and shrinking due to many fac-
tors such as urban expansion, naturalist and biodiversity 
conservations concerns, and rising sea levels effecting the 
coastal areas due to climate change. 
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portance of soil as one of the main factors to address this 
issue. Strategies that needs to be adopted include improv-
ing efficiency of resourced used, making full use of latest 
technology and innovations, reducing wastages and food 
losses, shifting to less meat-intensive diets, and reducing conversions of food crops into biofu-
els. His concluding remarks suggested that degraded soils should be rehabilitated by emphasiz-
ing the use of vegetation, while preventing further degradation. He also added that to increase 
crop production per unit area, natural resources is vital in achieving this objective by incorpo-
rating and utilizing research knowledge, technology and innovations.  His speech was part of 
the many activities conducted during the international World Soil Day 2018 event by FAO 
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of healthy soil and advocating for the sustainable management of soil resources. Also present 
during this lecture was the President of the Malaysian Society of Soil Science (MSSS), Prof. Dr. 
Che Fauziah Ishak, MSSS Management Committee, and distinguished MSSS Fellow members 
throughout the country.  

 

Public Talk on World Soil Day 2018  
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