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Year 2019 MSSS celebrates its 48th year as a profes-

sional body representing the interest and aspira-

tions of the soil scientists in Malaysia. SOILS 2019 

has just been concluded and on behalf of MSSS 

and as the Chair of SOILS2019, I wish to convey 

our heartfelt thanks to Universiti Teknologi Mara, 

Jasin, Melaka (UiTM) for giving excellent support 

and contribution as the co-organizer. MSSS are 

actively involved in the Asian Soil Partnership 

(ASP) and East and Southeast Asia Federation of 

Soil Science Societies ESAFS, apart from being a 

member of the International Union of Soil Scienc-

es (IUSS).  At MSSS level, we will actively support 

IUSS initiatives and we are also planning many activities to promote science 

and technology advancement in the area of soil research, to reach out to the 

public through conference, public talk, soil familiarization tour, and the cele-

brating of World Soil Day 2019 on 5th December 2019. The event aims to 

raise awareness of the importance of soil quality for human well-being, food 

security and ecosystems and to highlight soil’s importance on Earth. MSSS 

members are welcome to submit articles regarding activities and issues pertaining to 

soil for MSSS Newsletter and we proudly inform that MSSS Newsletter is pub-

lished in the IUSS website. I would like to congratulate the Past President and 

her Management Committee for their untiring efforts to ensure continued 

relevancy of MSSS and put the society in the forefront at the local and region-

al level. I, together with all elected 2019/2020 committee members, will try to 

work towards exciting and impactful events for this term.  I look forward for 

great and active participation from MSSS members. I also welcome ideas from 

members and together we promote wise use of soil resources. 

 

Soil is Life 

DR. ROSAZLIN ABDULLAH 

President MSSS 2019/2020 

Message by the MSSS President 

M A L A Y S I A N  S O C I E T Y  O F  

S O I L  S C I E N C E ( M S S S )  
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Soil Science Conference of Malaysia (SOILS 2019) was held on 16th -18th 
April 2019 at Hotel Equatorial, Melaka. The event was jointly organized by 
Malaysian Society of Soil Science and the Faculty of Plantation and Agrotech-
nology (FPA), UiTM. With a theme of “Sustainable Soil Management and 
Conservation”, this conference was succeeded in having more than 100 par-
ticipants from local and international institutions. The conference covered 
seven (7) scopes including management of plantation soils, management of 
peat and other wetland soils, soil genesis and classification, soil physics and 
conservation, soil fertility and nutrient management, soil microbes and health 
and soil management for land improvement.  
 
The conference was officiated by representative of Chief Minister of Melaka, 
YB Damian Yeo Shen Li (ADUN Duyung). Honorable keynote speaker for 
the conference was Prof. Ir. Dr. Dato’ Roslan Hashim from the University of 
Malaya (UM) with a topic of “Multidisciplinary approach towards coastline 
protection using ecological engineering”. Three distinguished plenary speakers 
were also invited namely Dr. Wan Rasidah Wan Abdul Kadir (FRIM), Prof. 
Dr. Osumanu Haruna Ahmed (UPM) and Dr. Christopher The Boon Sung 
(UPM). Apart from the plenary presentations, the conference had 22 oral 
presentations and 58 poster presentations joined by various local and interna-
tional institutions.  
 
The conference also included the field tour to FRIM Research Station, Selan-
dar for forest soil pedon observation and classification. The morning session 
was guided by Mr Mohamad Fakhri Ishak from FRIM and each participant 
was encouraged to hold and experience the observation process themselves in 
the soil pit provided.  
 
After lunch break, the tour proceeded to a composting site and an integrated 
farm owned by Eng Yean Rubber Sdn Bhd. The tour was guided by its manag-
ing director, Mr Isaac Chu Wye Loon. The participants were exposed to the 
step by step process of composting at the composting site and given explana-
tion on the yield performance as affected by the compost application in the 
integrated farm.  
The conference successfully achieved the objectives to share the knowledge 
and recent information on sustainable soil management and conservation in 
agriculture and plantation sector as well as to build networking collaboration 
of various organizations. It is hoped that through this yearly organized confer-
ence, more insights and improvement can be achieved for the  future.  

Soil Science Conference of Malaysia (SOILS 2019) 

By: Dr. Nur Qursyna Boll Kassim (UiTM) 
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SOILS2019 Field Trip 
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MSSS is joining the 2019 AGRI Malaysia International Agriculture Technology Exhibition which will be held on 
the 26-28 September 2019 at Setia City Convention Centre 2, Shah Alam Selangor Malaysia. This exhibition is 
one of the main trade platform for agriculture-related industry where planters gather and get connected within 
each other. Head on over to the official website https://agrimalaysia.com/en for more information. 

AGRI Malaysia 2019 

BIM Badan Ikhtisas Malaysia 

The Professional Fraternity Evening event hosted by BIM on the 31st of 
July 2019 was held at the Hotel Istana Kuala Lumpur. MSSS would like to 
congratulate representatives for the event and is honored to announce that 
two of our members were elected as the BIM Executive Committee 2019-
2020. They are Dr Wan Rusidah Abdul Kadir (FRIM) as the Honorary 
Treasurer, whilst Dr Rosazlin Abdullah (UM) as the Ordinary Member. 
BIM was set up with the assistance of the Commonwealth Foundation in 
the year 1973 to serve as the umbrella body for all professions recognized 
by legislative Acts of Parliament in Malaysia. Membership has since 
been extended to include all other professional groups and disciplines 
where the recognition by the government authorities is still in pro-
gress.  More information, visit their website on www.bim.org.my. 
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The Institute of Plantation Studies, Universiti Putra Malaysia hosted a 2-day course on basic soil identification, 
inviting a small group of 15 participants from research institute, plantation companies, and students. The course 
lecture was conducted by none other than Dr Wan Mohamed Noordin Wan Daud, a very well known soil scien-
tist and expert in the field, whom also is one of distinguished MSSS Fellow Member. Day-1 started with the open-
ing ceremony by the Director of IKP, Prof Datin Dr Siti Nor Akmar Abdullah and proceeded with lecture ses-
sions by Dr Noordin. Day-2 of the course was a full day visit to the field for soil identification, where several types 
of soils were identified by the participants. The practical soil identification session was the most important and 
very meaningful for participants to familiarize themselves on the necessary steps for identifying soil series. In 
time, it is hoped that new scientists and practitioners will eventually learn how to identify the soil series, and 
more importantly about how to manage such soils for agriculture purposes. Participants are also eagerly waiting 
for future and more advance soil classification course in the near future to increase knowledge and experience 
when dealing with Malaysian soils. 
 

Course on Soil Identification and Classification 2019 

By: Muhammad Zamir Abdul Rasid 
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’One Hand Saves the World’ is an annual com-
munity and industrial engagement progamme 
organized by Planters’ Guild Society, Faculty of 
Plantation and Agrotechnology (FPA), Universiti 
Teknologi MARA (UiTM). The event was held 
on 30 April 2019 at Sekolah Menengah Kebang-
saan (SMK) Paya Rumput, Melaka through a col-
laboration with SMK Paya Rumput, Department 
of Agriculture Melaka, Department of Fisheries 
Melaka, Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority 
(FAMA) Melaka and  Gedung Makanan Negara 
Department (GMN). 
There were 500 participants involved in the event with 43 students of FPA and 457 students of primary and 
secondary schools. The main aim of the programme was to encourage the youth to connect with nature by 
educating them in managing the soil. Students were engaged to learn and discover through hands-on activities 
while getting their hands dirty, developing knowledge on how to improve the soil condition for optimum 
plant growth. There were several activities during the programme which  started with a talk, demonstration 
and practical on how to make compost from kitchen and agriculture waste into fertilizer. They were given tasks 
in a group to make a pile of organic compost by using available resources. The importance of soil moisture 
conservation  were also highlighted through the application of organic mulching from oil palm empty fruit 
bunch during transplanting. This programme is hoping to build awareness to the youths on the importance of 
conserving the soil for future ,aligning with the progamme theme, ‘Seeds of Hope’. 
During the programme, students were also exposed to different activities including current issue on food secu-
rity by GMN, the agrotechno-exhibition by agricultural agencies and entrepreneur’s day. The opening and clos-
ing ceremony was officiated by En. Tahir bin Kassim, Head of Mathematic Unit, Malacca Education Depart-
ment, on behalf of Director of Malacca Education Department, Datuk Haji Abu Bakar bin Sahari. Also pre-
sent were the Deputy Dean of Research & Industrial Linkage, FPA, Dr. Shamsiah Abdullah, Deputy Dean of 
Student Affairs, FPA, Ms. Nordiana Ibrahim, Head of Jemaah Nazir, Jaminan Kualiti Negeri Melaka, En Ab-
dul Aziz Ahmad and The President of Parent-Teacher Association (PIBG) SMK Paya Rumput, Dr Basyarudin 
Bin Mohd Sharif.  

Seeds Of Hope; Raising Awareness Of Soil Health Care Among the SMK 
Paya Rumput Students, Melaka 

By: Norazlina Abu Sari (UiTM)  
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BOOK REVIEW 
The book “Model Afforestation of Ex-
Mining Lands: Establishment of New Forests 
in Klian Intan, Perak” was written by Dr. 
Ahmad Zuhaidi Yahya, Dr, Jeyanny V, Dr, 
Hashim MN and Mr. Mohamad Fakhri I 
and was published by the Forest Research 
Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) in 2018. This 
book showcases the tireless commitment of 
FRIM scientists and Rahman Hydraulic Tin 
(RHT) Sdn. Bhd owner of ex-mining area in 
Klian Intan Perak in transforming the de-
graded area into ‘new forests’ using research 
and development strategies that will garner 
various benefits.  
 
This book has 66 pages and contains 10 
chapters with illustration and text that 
guides mine managers on the fundamental 
steps involved in the establishment and the 
silvicultural management of an afforesta-
tion/reforestation model in the tropics. To 
conclude, this well written book on model 
afforestation techniques of ex-mining lands 
would serve as a useful reference for other 
stakeholders such as a guideline on soil man-
agement, selection of suitable forest species, 
standards for silvicultural methods in order 
to produce viable tree stands and phytoreme-
diation of tin tailing using Acacia and other 
native species. 
Visit www.frim.gov.my for more information 
on how to get your personal copy. 

By: Dr Rosazlin Abdullah 
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World Soil Day (WSD) is held annually on 5 December 
as a means to focus attention on the importance of 
healthy soil and advocating for the sustainable manage-
ment of soil resources. 
 
An international day to celebrate Soil was recommended 
by the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 
2002. Under the leadership of the Kingdom of Thailand 
and within the framework of the Global Soil Partner-
ship, FAO has supported the formal establishment 
of WSD as a global awareness raising platform. The 
FAO Conference unanimously endorsed World Soil 
Day  in June 2013 and requested its official adoption at 
the 68th UN General Assembly. In December 2013 the 
UN General Assembly responded by designating 5 De-
cember 2014 as the first official World Soil Day. 
 

#StopSoilErosion 
...is the objective of this World Soil Day 2019 on  
5 December and throughout the year. 

 
Share the key messages on social media 
#StopSoilErosion is at the heart of the Global Soil Part-
nership’s mandate as demonstrated by the Global Sym-
posium on Soil Erosion. We work to ensure that people 
have safe and nutritious food to ensure active and 
healthy life without endangering essential ecosystems 
services. [...] 

World Soil Day 5th December 
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JOURNALS (RM 10/each) 

1. Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (Volume 1—12) 

2. Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (Volume 15—16, 18) 

BOOKS (RM 10/each) 

1. Bibliography of Malaysian Soils  

2. Recent Developments in Land Evaluation  

3. Sustainable Land Management  

4. Secondary & Micronutrients in Malaysian Agriculture  

5. Developments in Soil Research In Malaysia  

6. Soil Management for Food and Fruit Crop Production 

PROCEEDINGS (RM 10/each) 

1. Soil Science Conference of Malaysia year ( ‘91. ‘93’, ‘94, ‘95, ‘97, ‘98, ‘99) 

2. Soil Science Conference of Malaysia year ( ‘02. ‘03’, ‘04, ‘06) 

3. International Conference on Fertilizer Usage in the Tropics 1992 

4. Workshop on Soil Science in Malaysia-Towards the year 2020 

5. Proceedings of the International Conference on Fertilizer Usage in the   

    Tropics (FERTROP) 1992 

MSSS Publications for Sale!  

Announcements! 

CONFERENCES and WORKSHOPS:   

1. ESAFS2019,  3– 9 November 2019, Taiwan 

2. SOILS 2020, 7-9 April 2020, Johor Bahru, Malaysia 

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS)  
W H Y  J O I N  T H E  I U S S ?  

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) is the global union of soil scientists. The objectives of the IUSS are to fos-
ter all branches of the soil sciences and their applications, and to give support to soil scientists in the pursuit of their activi-
ties. In addition, the IUSS aims to put soils and soil science on the global agenda. Annual subscriptions from National Soil 
Science Societies, either directly or indirectly via National Academies, are essential for maintaining a strong presence of 
the IUSS for effective promotion of soil science and its wide range of applications to fellow professionals, policy and deci-
sion makers, and the general public. This is critical to keep our discipline strong and viable and to enhance its visibility and 
impact in all parts of the world. 
The IUSS is the umbrella organisation for six important re-
gional societies, one in Asia (the “East and South East Asian 
Confederation of Soil Science Societies”), three in Africa (the 
“African Soil Science Society”, the “East African Soil Science 
Society”, and the “West and Central African Soil Science Socie-
ty”), one in Latin America (the “Latin American Society of Soil 
Science Societies”), and one in Europe (the “European Confed-
eration of Soil Science Societies”). All these regional organisa-
tions act under the umbrella of IUSS and have specific tasks 
for promoting soil science.  
Source https://www.iuss.org/about-the-iuss/why-join-the-iuss/  
 

https://www.iuss.org/about-the-iuss/why-join-the-iuss/
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European Soil Data Centre (ESDAC) 
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The Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (MJSS) 
is a scientific journal published by the Malaysi-
an Society of Soil Science. It contains research 
papers in English on matters related to soil 
and soil-plant interactions. The journal wel-
comes original research works not previously 
or simultaneously published in any other sci-
entific or technical journal from MSSS mem-
bers as well as other scientists in Malaysia and 
abroad. The aim of the journal is to promote 
the development of soil science in Malaysia, other tropical and 
subtropical regions. MJSS is a peer-reviewed,  fully open access 
journal, is now indexed by Scopus and published annually. In-
struction for authors and other  details are available on our web-
site http://www.msss.com.my/journals/instruct.php 

MJSS - CALL FOR PAPERS  Contact us 

The IUSS song  

It is our life! We call it soil 

It is the stuff, in which we toil 

From soil we’ve sprung, to soil we’ll go 

Protect the soil of this earth so we can grow  

Malaysian Society of Soil Science, 
Department of Land Management, 
Faculty of Agriculture, 
Universiti Putra Malaysia,  
43400 Serdang, 
Selangor, MALAYSIA 
Website: http:/www.msss.com.my/ 

      CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER! 

We are a big group of almost 300+ soil enthusiasts and we like to hear from 

you! We are looking for article contributions on soil related issues, mainly  

GENERAL ARTICLES: If you have a story/report about an activity related to 

soil, such as soil training/workshop/conference/meetings;  

YOUNG SCIENTISTS: If you are currently a young soil scientist (below 40 

years of age) working on a research project related to soil dynamics, you may 

send in your research article about 500 to 600 words which states on the intro, 

justification, brief methods, results and conclusion. Please include a digital  

copy of your research image.   

THE EASTERN CONNECTION: Dedicated for any soil research endeavors 

and information from Sabah and Sarawak.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Of trainings or educational opportunities, forthcoming 

meetings, conferences or other international announcement regarding soil, 

agriculture, forestry, etc. 

BOOK/PAPER REVIEW: If you have come across a recently published article 

you think may be of interest to other MSSS members, please alert the Newslet-

ter Editor and we will highlight it for our readers.  

ADVERTISMENTS: Submit your advertisement for RM 40 for half page and 

RM 80 for full page in our newsletter. Gain more visibility with your services 

and products! Submission information: For text send a word document with 

Arial font (11) to jeyanny@frim.gov.my or rosazlin@um.edu.my and for pho-

tos .jpg is preferred.  

1. Dr. Muhammad Firdaus Bin Abdul Karim 

(1055) 

2. Churchill Anak Juan (1056) 

3. TS. Dr. Roslaili Binti Abdul Aziz (1057) 

4. Dr. Faieza Haji Buyong (1058) 

5. Fariza Binti Zain (1059) 

6. Fazilah Binti Musa (1060) 

http://www.iuss.org/index.php?article_id=36
http://www.msss.com.my/
mailto:jeyanny@frim.gov.my
mailto:rosazlin@um.edu.my

